FOREWORD

History is a discipline widely cultivated among nations and races.
It is eagerly sought after. The men in the street, the ordinary people,
aspire to know it. Kings and leaders vie for it.

Both the learned and the ignorant are able to understand it. For
on the surface history is no more than information about political
events, dynasties, and occurrences of the remote past, elegantly pre-
sented and spiced with proverbs. It serves to entertain large, crowded
gatherings and brings to us an understanding of human affairs, It
shows how changing conditions affected (human affairs), how certain
dynasties came to occupy an ever wider space in the world, and how
they settled the earth until they heard the call and their time was up.

The inner meaning of history, on the other hand, involves specula-
tion and an attempt to get at the truth, subtle explanation of the
causes and origins of existing things, and deep knowledge of the
how and why of events. History, therefore, is firmly rooted in philo-
sophy. It deserves to be accounted a branch of it.

The outstanding Muslim historians made exhaustive collections
of historical events and wrote them down in book form. But, then,
persons who had no right to occupy themselves with history intro-
duced into those books untrue gossip which they had thought up or
freely invented, as well as false, discredited reports which they had
made up or embellished. Many of their successors followed in their
steps and passed that information on to us as they had heard it. They
did not look for, or pay any attention to, the causes of events and
conditions, nor did they eliminate or reject nounsensical stories.

Little effort is being made to get at the truth. The critical eye, as
a rule, i not sharp. Errors and unfounded assumptions are closely
allied and familiar elements in historical information. Blind trust in
tradition is an inherited trait in human beings. Occupation with the
(scholarly} disciplines on the part of those who have no genuine claim,
to them is widespread. But the pasture of stupidity is unwholesome
for mankind. No one can stand up against.the authority of truth, and
the evil of falsehood is tobe fought with enlightening speculation. The
reporter merely dictates and passes on (the material). It takes critical
insight to sort out the hidden truth; it takes knowledge to lay truth

- bare and polish it so that critical insight may be applied to it. _

Many systematic historical works.have been composed, and the
history of nations and dynasties in the world has heen compiled and
written down. But there are very few historians who have become so
well known as to be recognized as authorities, and who have re-
placed the products of their predecessors by their own works. They
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